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October 7, 1994 Contact: Greg Donley 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART OFFERS LANDMARK FILMS FROM 

CONTEMPORARY CHINA’S LEADING DIRECTOR 

Raise the Red Banner 

A Celebration of China’s Zhang Yimou 

October 19-30, 1994 

Sun, 3:30 pm & Wed, 7:30 pm 

Admission $4, CMA members $3. 


Four colorful and visually splendid films by China’s most honored filmmaker are featured in a 
late October film series at The Cleveland Museum of Art. Director Zhang Yimou combines 
visual sense and compositional rigor learned during his years as a cinematographer with a 
natural knack for storytelling to produce some of the most striking, engrossing— and in China, 
controversial — films produced anywhere in the last decade. Beginning with 1987’s Red Sor- 
ghum, which won the Golden Bear at the 1988 Berlin Film Festival and singlehandedly put 
contemporary Chinese cinema on the international map, the series offers four of Zhang’s 
sweeping dramas from the late 1980s and early 1990s. Each of the films stars the celebrated 
actress Gong Li, who made her reputation with these films. All were made in color, in China by 
Zhang Yimou; in Mandarin with English subtitles. 

Wed/19 Red Sorghum, 1987, 91 min. Flamboyant folkloric saga of a provincial Chinese 
widow who resists foreign invaders during the Japanese occupation of China. 

Sun/23 Ju Dou, 1989, 93 min. Powerful account of sin and retribution at a rural textile-dyeing 
mUl, where the young wife of the evU mill owner has an affair with her husband’s foster son. 

Wed/26 Raise the Red Lantern, 1991, 125 min. Mesmerizing tale of power and intrigue among 
a Chinese lord’s four wives, all of whom dwell in the same stifling, ritualized household. 

Sun/30 The Story of QiuJu, 1992, 100 min. The pregnant wife of a Northern Chinese farmer 
doggedly pursues justice when her husband is injured in a dispute with the village leader. 
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